Next Thursday there will be a conference in Reykjavik to review Iceland’s achievements and examine the challenges that still lie ahead. The conference is co-hosted by International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the Icelandic government. As they say in the announcement: „speakers will include international and Icelandic academics, Icelandic policy makers and IMF staff involved in designing or implementing the program, as well as representatives of civil society.“ (see here: http://www.imf.org/external/np/seminars/eng/2011/isl/index.htm)
The attached letter is written by a group of Icelandic citizens to the foreign experts who are involved. Those who sign the letter are concerned that information provided to the foreign speakers about Iceland’s economy may have been selectively chosen to convey a view of things that Iceland´s government and the IMF wish were true but does not reflect the true state of affaris. Therefore we want to give them our point of view on the economic situation of the government and municipalities, the finanicial system and common citizens of Iceland.
Although it says, in the conference announcement, speakers will include representatives of civil society we can’t find them. At least not among the Icelandic speakers. If we look to the foreign speakers: Joseph Stiglitz talks from a band. Paul Krugman seems to be more concerned of his political view than the consequences of the crisis on the Icelandic public. (See here: http://krugman.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/10/21/why-not-the-worst/) Martin Wolf is just the Moderator over the panel discussion in the end. But maybe there is some hope in Willem Buiter. Other foreign participants are former or current IMF-staff.
In the letter we referred to profit figures for Iceland and emphasize that: „The main reason for the Icelandic financial crisis was a grossly oversized banking sector. Therefore it seems odd from a public perspective to witness the government enthusiasticly attempt to rebuild an already failed system instead of promoting growth in the real economy. The burden of a systemic banking catastrophe has been imposed primarily on the common people of Iceland. 
The government has been unwilling to mandate general debt relief to adjust for the economic dislocation caused by questionable financial practices, instead relying on case-specific approaches with added complexity, leaving it largely up to the banks to decide how individual cases are handled. Such approaches seem designed to maximise repayment rather than providing any resemblance of compensation for the widespread embezzlement.“ (see the attached letter)  
Our conclusion is that „in Iceland the financial elite have transferred their exposures and liabilities to the public balance sheet just as they have in Greece, Ireland, Portugal and elsewhere. Iceland is no different in that the primary victims of the financial crisis have been democracy and the rule of law.“ (see the attached letter)
To let them know we do not agreed the country is on the road to recovery we have called for a protest outside Harpa at the same time the conference take place. (See here: http://www.facebook.com/event.php?eid=203180096421161) There the demonstrators will hold protest sign with messages for the media so they can bring them out to the the international community.
With regards on behalf of the group,

Rakel Sigurgeirsdóttir
Icelandic teacher
in Reykjavík

If you want more information about this matter please contact one of those:

Gunnar Skúli Ármannsson 
Cand. Med. 
in Sweden 
Phone: +354 864 15 87 (?)
e-mail: gunnarskuli@gmail.com

Helga Þórðardóttir
Teacher
in Reykjavík
Phone +354 864 29 87
e-mail: helgatho@gmail.com

Ásta Hafberg
student business management
in Mosfellsbær, Iceland
Phone:+354  867 55 38
e-mail: astahafberg1@gmail.com

 HYPERLINK "mailto:astahafberg1@gmail.com" 

Explanation of the attached picture: From the demonstration last spring at the opening of Harpa (the concert and conference hall in Reykjavik) where  Björgólfur Guðmundsson, one of the owner of old Landsbanki, was the guest of honor.
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